BOOK REVIEWS ]95 theory as well as the practice of neurosurgical anaesthesia. The more senior anaesthetist will find that the book gives him a refreshingly broad view of the subject, and for those not regularly working in this special field it is a compact and ready source of reference and information.
Principles of Intensive Care. E. R. J.
Emery, A. K. Yates and P. J. Moorhead. The English Universities Press Ltd.;
Hodder & Stoughton (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 1973 . Sf' x5". Pp. 16S. Price $4.70. The authors in their Preface say the book outlines the practical and underlying theoretical principles of the subject, and that it is directed at medical, paramedical and nursing personnel who become involved in this type of work. The task is difficult because the three groups for whom the book is written have a wide variation in educational background.
There is a need to set down the logic of why we do what we do in intensive care in a way all who work there can understand. This book covers the range of subjects I would expect to see set down in such a book. For ease of description the material has been considered under biological systems.
The style of writing makes it irritating to read. Points are made without explanation, presumably to save space, yet space is wasted with qualifying words and irrelevant details. I have the strong feeling that the authors have not quite made up their minds how much explanation is needed. All the way through the book I kept saying to myself" but you haven't said why". To illustrate what I mean, in Chapter OIl on the Cardio Vascular System they say" a satisfactory circulation depends on many factors", and list four headings with explanations.
One heading, "Adequate Oxygen Carrying Power of the Blood", is followed by a statement that this depends on a normal haemoglobin. They quote the normal value, say it is in the red blood cell, then go on to explain haematocrit briefly. Not a word is said to explain why haemoglobin is important in oxygen transport, or how the amount of oxygen combined with haemoglobin compares with the amount dissolved.
I cannot let this book pass without commenting that I find it hard to unoerstand that two of the authors, an anaesthetist and a thoracic surgeon, have let a diagram be included showing Pendeluft occurring with a stove-in chest. I thought this notion had been laid to rest years ago.
In summary, the book contains some useful information, but the bad planning of explanatory sections makes it very irritating to read and of doubtful value to those who have a limited understanding of physiology. Those who do understand their physiology will find the book pitched at too Iowa level. It may be useful for nurses, but a lot of additional explanation will be needed. The usefulness of this text, at its realistic price, to those countries where the E.M.O. vapourizer is in daily use is immense. One can only praise the technical sections on the apparatus itself, with its trouble-shooting chart, and its easy-to-follow directions.
The clinical chapters are clear, and while basic are not over-simplified. In addition to covering the entire E.M.O. system, including the Bryce-Smith induction unit and the Oxford miniature vapourizer, the author has been persuaded to include a chapter on regional anaesthesia, and seldom has the subject been handled so well, and never in so few pages. I recommend this book to registrars and their tutors, but especially to those whose interests lie in the field of anaesthesia for developing countries. It is a first-class manual of practical, sensible instruction for the doctors and nurses of those countries on whom the burden of providing anaesthetic services falls.
R. HOLLAND.
Paediatric Anaesthesia. Harold T. Davenport.
William Heinemann Medical Books Ltd. Second edition.
1973.
Sr' x5!". Pp. 25S. Price $A11.30. The first edition of this useful little volume was one of the best of the half dozen or so texts and monographs that have appeared in the last ten years on this subject. The text of this second edition has been expanded relatively A l1aesthesia alld JlltC/lsive Care, j"oT. JJ, lYO. :2, .11 ay, 1971 G
